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"like a sentence of death".* One of the ambassadors, Cataldo
Ruffo, indeed, delivered a passionate harangue, and reproached
the king before his court and his bride with his base desertion
of his faithful Sicilians. " Oft times have we heard, Sir King,"
said the bold envoy, " of vassals who have deserted their lord
but never have we heard of a lord who has abandoned his
vassals". These were the marriage greetings of James and
Blanche of Aragon. And then the ambassadors rent their
clothes before the whole court, and returned to Sicily, where
the Parliament of Palermo at once proclaimed Fadrique of
Aragon, younger brother of the deserter, as constitutional King
of Sicily (15th January, 1296).

Fadrique was not unworthy of his descent from James I.
and Peter III.; and while his brother was doing homage at
Rome for Corsica and Sardinia, which he had no right to govern,
and for Aragon, which Boniface had no right to grant, Fadrique
of Sicily was putting his kingdom into a state of defence against
all comers ; and he actually defeated an expedition despatched
against him by his brother of Aragon, near Messina. Yet
might not one little island resist the temporal and spiritual
arms of all Europe. A second fleet, headed by the invincible
Roger de Lauria, completely destroyed the Sicilian navy at
Cape Orlando in July, 1299- But Don Fadrique did not sur-
render. The French had no mind to take possession of so very
thorny a gift; and Boniface was forced to reproach his vassal,
the King of Aragon, for the incompleteness of his victory over
his own subjects, and his own brother in Sicily. But his re-
proaches were of no avail. The Catalans had had enough of
Papal service, and James found some pretext for remaining in
Aragon. It feU to Charles of Valois, a brother of Philip of
France, invested by Boniface with the old Roman title of Ficar
of the Empire, to undertake the reduction of Sicily. At the
head of a large army of French and Neapolitans and Romans,
raised by His Holiness, and embarked on board a numerous fleet,
Charles set out for Messina in the spring of the year 1302.

The expedition completely failed; and the adventurers were
glad to agree to a treaty, by which, in spite of the continued
opposition of the Pope, Sicily was secured to the brave Fadrique
and his sturdy Sicilian subjects.2 On his death, indeed, the

1 The speech will be found in full in Quintana, Vida de Roger de Lauria.

2 The ever-victorious Roger de Lauria, who had contributed so largely to the
ultimate success of the by no means grateful Fadrique, retired into Aragon after
the peace of 1302, and died at Valencia in 1305.